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2010-2011 Officers & Directors 
 
 

President 
Ruth Utman, Burlington Capital Group LLC 

402-930-3068 
 

Vice President 
Janet Schawang, AOI Corporation 

402-896-5520 
 

Secretary 
Doreen Shapiro, Fraser Stryker  

402-978-5279 
 

Treasurer 
Jennifer Chleboun, Ameristar Casino 

712-328-8888 
 

Ways & Means 
Gail Thompson, College of Saint Mary 

402-399-2453 
 

Membership Director 
Alecia Hartwig, Greater Omaha Chamber 

402-346-5000 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Mindy Begley, Kelly Services  

402-496-4656 
 

Programs 
Lori Mitera, West Asset Management 

402-546-7177 
 

Publications Director 
Gwen Christensen, West Asset Management 

402-384-5157 
 

Director At Large 
Kathy Fry, ConAgra Foods  

402-240-4484 
 
 

  
 

 
We can be proud of them for that and help them as we move forward with 
not only financial support, but also with our encouragement and praise.  
Congratulations!  We look forward to those graduations to come.   
 
Now we can look forward to being proud of our member firms.  Goodwill is 
proud to have a new facility and at our next meeting they are ready to show 
it off with a “Firm Night” so please come as they open their “home” to us 
on Wednesday, June 22nd. 
 
On a more somber note, speaking of homes, mine is in some jeopardy right 
now.  As many of you know, we live about 40 miles north at Modale, Iowa, 
and then we live on a farm 4 miles west of town and one mile from the 
Missouri River.  As I’m sure you have heard on the news, flooding is a very 
real possibility for this area.  We are praying for the best outcome but 
preparing for the worst.   So if I am somewhat preoccupied, please forgive 
me, although I will do all I can to continue to be a good leader of the 
Omaha Chapter.  Thankfully, we have an awesome board and once again 
our TEAM is pulling together and has been giving me lots of help and 
support.  Please keep thinking of all the families who will be displaced by 
the current and impending flooding. 
 
Remember …..“You can’t change the wind, but you can adjust the 
sails.”   
 
Happy sailing,   

 ����   
 

The ASIST Scholarship Banquet left me feeling very 
proud; almost like a parent at graduation.  We can be 
proud of our chapter for the fundraising it has done, 
proud of the work of the Scholarship Committee and 
judges and especially proud of our scholarship 
recipients.  All have overcome adversity to get pointed 
in the direction of education in order to help themselves.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

EWI Board Meeting:  July 2011 
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EWI Monthly Meeting:  July 27, 2011 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
 

www.ewi-omaha.org  
 

www.ewiconnect.com  
 

Birthdays:   
 

June 
Karin Holmes     6 
Jo Anne Drefs     7 
Carolyn McClean   13 
Linda Franco   19 
Linda Hammond   19 
Patricia Leonard   21  
 
July 
Independence Day     4 

Mark your calendars 
Our meeting dates are set for the year, Locations and 
event information will be released at a later date, once 
we have all our venues set.  All of our meetings will be 
on Wednesday unless otherwise noted. 
 
June 22, 2011  October 26, 2011 
July 27, 2011  November 16, 2011 
August 24, 2011 December 14, 2011 
September 28, 2011    
  
(November & December are not the usual 4th Wednesday of 
each month due to the holidays.) 
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July Chapter Meeting 

Wednesday, July 27, 2011 
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July’s meeting is a lunch meeting.  Trolley 
will depart from and return to the  

Durham Museum, 801 S. 10th Street 
�

11:30am        Meet at Durham Museum 
11:45am        Depart on Trolley with Box Lunches / 

          Millionaires & Mansions Tour 
1:15pm          Return to Durham Museum 
�
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        Dates to Remember 

 
 
 

June 22, 2011 Firm Night – Goodwill Industries 
 

July 27, 2011 Lunch Meeting – Millionaires & Mansions Tour 
Durham Museum 
 

August 24, 2011 Financial Planning – Access Bank  
 

September 28, 2011 Installation of Officers/Business meeting – 
Bland and Associates 
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Firm Night – Goodwill Industries 
4805 N. 72nd Street 
Omaha, NE 68134 
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:: A New Way to Connect  :: 
As many of you know the Corporate Office has been working on a 
new social networking tool for the members of EWI. The new 
MyEWI social network has recently been released to the Corporate 
Board, Corporate Committees, Chapter Presidents and Chapter 
Vice Presidents. The time for the EWI general membership to 
begin using this great new tool is drawing near. The Corporate 
Office is anticipating your invite to this new tool to be arriving in 
your inbox in the next few days.  

Your invite will give you all the information you need to begin using 
the new tool, from the initial login to all the features that are 
available to you to CONNECT with your fellow EWI members. We 
hope that you will find this an immediately effective communication 
tool for your Chapter, and all of EWI. For any questions on this new 
social network tool, email the Corporate Office at 
ewi@ewiconnect.com. We look forward to having you CONNECT 
at MyEWI. 

 

Congratualtions to Alecia Hartwig and 
family! 

Amelia Kay Hartwig was born on Friday morning, May 27, 2011 
at 7:20 a.m.  She weighed 7 lbs, 2 oz and was 20 inches long.  
“Both Amelia and I are doing great!  She is, so far, the perfect 
baby.  We are blessed.” 



 

    4 | Page 

 

Omaha Chapter Monthly NewsletterJune 2011 

                  www.ewi-omaha.org  

EWI Corporate Offices / 515 South 700 East Suite 2A / Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 / Toll Free: 1.877.4EWI-NOW / Phone: 801.355.2800 / Fax: 801.355.2852 
Online: ewiconnect.org     email: ewi@ewiconnect.com 

 
�

�

�
�

 

 

May Meeting Highlights 
A.S.I.S.T. Scholarship Banquet 
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New Member Firm Spotlight    

 

�

 
 

 
 

Michele Graham  
Representative  

 
Gavilon is a leading commodity management firm, connecting producers and consumers of feed, food and fuel.  Their 

expertise in origination, storage and handling, transportation and logistics, marketing and distribution, and risk management 
provides a critical link in the global supply chain.  Gavilon's headquarters is in Omaha and has 300 facilities and regional offices 
worldwide with 1,800 employees. 
  Gavilon has three operating segments - grain and ingredients, fertilizer, and energy.  Grain and Ingredients - Gavilon 
manages the third largest grain merchandising operation and leading feed ingredient business in the US.  Fertilizer - Gavilon 
operates one of the most efficient fertilizer distribution networks in the world, originating and distributing nitrogen, phosphate and 
potash products to wholesale distributors.  Energy - Gavilon operates a physical storage, transportation and logistics network, 
purchasing crude oil, refined products, natural gas, natural gas liquids and renewable fuels from producers, and selling and 
distributing these products to refineries, industrial companies, power producers, local distribution companies and other wholesale 
markets. 
  Gavilon's history dates back to 1874, when Peavey Company built its first grain facility.  In 1982, Peavey was acquired by 
ConAgra Foods, Inc. and later became part of ConAgra Trade Group.  In 2008, a group of investors formed Gavilon and acquired 
ConAgra Trade Group, enabling the newly formed company to focus on growing its commodity business.  In 2010, Gavilon 
acquired the DeBruce Companies, significantly expanding the company's agricultural operations.  The company is privately held 
by Ospraie Special Opportunities Fund, General Atlantic, Soros Fund Management and Gavilon management. 

Michele Graham is an Executive Assistant/Facilities Coordinator for Gavilon.  Michele was recently an EWI 
representative from ConAgra before moving to Gavilon.  In her spare time, Michele enjoys running, walking, biking and 
reading.  Welcome back Michele! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Daugherty Foundation 
Sharon Latham 
Representative 

 
The Robert B. Daugherty Foundation provides charitable grants to worthy tax-exempt organizations in Nebraska 

particularly the Omaha area.  
       

Sharon Latham is Executive Assistant to Tim Daugherty, Executive Director, John K. Wilson, Deputy Executive 
Director, and Kim Yungtum, Chief Accounting and Grants Officer. She came to the Foundation in March 2011.  Prior to that, 
she worked as Assistant to the Director of Joslyn Art Museum.   She has a Bachelor Degree in Organizational 
Communication, an Associate Degree in Computer Technology, a Certificate in Investor Relations, and achieved 
certification through the Project Management Institute in 2000.  Sharon mentors at Boys Town and is active with Bible Study 
Fellowship.  Sharon’s hobbies include gardening, painting and reading.   

 

��
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Minutes:  
 
The April Board Meeting Minutes are attached. Is there a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes? 
Motion made by Janet Schawang.  Seconded by Gwen Christensen.  All in favor. 
 
Are there any corrections? No 
 
Is there a motion to approve the April 2011 Board Meeting Minutes? Motion made by Lori Mitera.  Seconded by 
Gail Thompson.  All in favor. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The Treasurers Report is attached.  The balance in the General Account is $15,624.68. The balance in the B/C/DP 
account is $6,429.02 cash on hand and $60,232.46 in investments, for a total of $66,661.48.     
Presentation of Statements: 
 Name    Purpose                 Amount 
 
General Account: 
Omaha Country Club  April Gala Dinner       $ 4,735.75 
Kathy Fry    April Gala – Candy Mold & Candies                               $   391.52 
Darlis Vauble   April Gala – programs and Corp President Lunch             $     44.85 
Design-A-Sign                            3 foam boards for Gala, (sponsors board and monthly meetings) $     64.20 
Blooms    Flowers for Gala                                                              $   470.00 
JP Cooke     New membership name badges                                      $   639.33 
Memory Lane Studio  Photographer for Gala                                                        $   150.00 
Michael Schreier    Pianist for Gala                                                                $   100.00 
Jane Allamong    Website hosting and domain name                                  $   183.95 
WCA                  Natalia Peart – speaker for ASIST banquet                       $     50.00 
EWI Corporate   Daugherty Foundation fees (2 reps)                                 $    390.00 
Ruth Utman   Photo Disc from 50th Anniversary Gala                            $   100.00                                          
 
B/C/DP Account: 
Janet Schawang     Copies of scholarship apps for judges                               $     49.49 
 
Is there a motion to approve payment of these statements? Motion made by Gwen Christensen.  Seconded by Mindy Begley.  
All in favor. 
 

Communications: 

 
Fellows Scholarship Application (Form 47) due May 31, 2011. 
Corporate Board Application (Form 3) due June 10, 2011. 
Treasurer: Form 1, 31 and 51 were due April 29, 2011.  Submitted. 
Lucille Johnson Perkins Nominations: Form 53 & Form 53A due June 30, 2011. 
For Outstanding Member Firm AND Outstanding Member Representative. 
LCAM in Minneapolis, MN – September 22-24, 2011 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FORM 18 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 
Omaha Chapter 

EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL® 
May 10, 2011 

Call to Order: At Burlington Capital Group.  Called to order at 4:15pm by Ruth Utman. 

Roll Call: Ruth Utman, Janet Schawang, Alecia Hartwig, Doreen Shapiro, Gwen Christensen, Lori Mitera, 
Jennifer Chleboun, Mindy Begley, Gail Thompson, Kathy Fry, Darlis Vauble 
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Committee Reports: 

50th Anniversary Gala – Darlis Vauble  - Sponsorships were a success - $5,750 donated from member firms.  Finalizing 
expenses from the event and will have a wrap-up meeting with the committee on May 19.  Will have complete details at 
that time. 
Publication – Gwen Christensen – Working on newsletter.  Will send out May meeting announcement.  Also working on 
separate Gala celebration re-cap with pictures, etc. 
Membership Committee – Alecia Hartwig – Gave update on prospective members/firms as well as an update on the 
membership campaign.  Winners will be announced at the May chapter meeting. 
Sergeant-at-Arms – Mindy Begley – Attendance report for the April Gala was given.  Excellent turnout with 122 
attendees.  28 of 33 firms attended.  New name badges for the reps were received and worn at this event. 
Program Committee – Lori Mitera – Programs for the remainder of the year were discussed.  Will be getting a 
committee together to start plans for Executive’s Night to be held on November 16. 
Ways & Means/Philanthropy – Gail Thompson – Gail gave a progress report on Party With a Purpose scheduled for 
October 26.  Her committee has been working on plans for the event and is scheduled to meet with Hot Shops on May 
23 to discuss layout of the room for best traffic flow.  Committee is working on a letter to be sent to previous vendors 
and additional prospective vendors.  Raffle tickets will be distributed to reps at the June chapter meeting to begin selling 
up until the event.   
Long Range Planning/Marketing – Darlis Vauble – nothing new to report at this time. 
B/C/DP – Janet Schawang  - Letters sent to ASIST scholarship judges.  Invitations have been sent to the winners for 
the banquet.  Collecting items for gift bags for the winners.  Getting corsages for the winners.   
Investment Committee – Jennifer Chleboun – No report at this time. 
Nominating Committee – Darlis Vauble – Will be starting to put slate of officers together for the new Board year.  
Current Board members to let Darlis know of their intentions for the new year. 
 

Unfinished Business: 

Memphis Chapter / Corporate Bylaw Change – emails from various chapters.  Board discussed our thoughts on the 
bylaw change.  Darlis doing further research. 
EWI Candy Molds for Sale – we have extra EWI candy molds that we are offering for sale to other chapters.  Ruth is 
getting a great response and has sold several already. 
Gala Pictures for Sale – Gala pictures taken by the photographer have been provided to the membership via on-line 
viewing. Individual pictures can be ordered directly with the photographer. 
   New Business: 

No new business at this time 

Announcements: 

Publication Deadline: May 13, 2011 
Next Board Meeting: June 7, 2011 at 4:00pm at Fraser Stryker – 5th Floor. 
Next Chapter Meeting: May 25, 2011 at DoubleTree Hotel, 16th and Dodge. 

Adjournment:  

Time: 5:43pm 

Approved:  Submitted:  

Ruth L. Utman, President Doreen Shapiro, Secretary 
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EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL 
OMAHA CHAPTER 

 
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL ACCOUNT  

Board Meeting 
June 7, 2011 

 
Period: May 1, 2011 to May 31, 2011 

 
 

INCOME & RECEIPTS       

        

Annual Dues - Gavilon & Goodwill 2nd rep             570.00    

April Dinner Meeting             560.00    

Chocolate Molds    $       119.00    

Transfer from BCDP for copies for Judges    $         99.49    

        

        

        

Bank Interest                 2.80    

Total Income & Receipts    $     1,351.29    

        

EXPENSES       

        

Memory Lane Studio    $       150.00    

J.P. Cooke Company - Namebadges    $       639.33    

Jane Allamong - Website hosting and domain name    $       183.95    

Kathy Fry - Molds & Chocolate    $       391.52    

EWI Corporate - Daugherty Foundation 2 reps    $       390.00    

Michael Schreier - honorarium              100.00    

Darlis Vauble - programs and President Lunch               44.85    

OCC - April 50th Gala          4,735.75    

DesignASign - 50th Gala               64.20    

Blooms - Flowers for 50th Gala             470.00    

        

Total Expenses    $     7,169.60    

        

Net Decrease in Funds for Period Ended May 31, 2011            (5,818.31) 

        

CASH ON HAND: MAY 31, 2011      $     9,806.37  
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EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL 

OMAHA CHAPTER 
�

TREASURER'S REPORT - B/C/DP ACCOUNT 
Board Meeting 
June 7, 2011 

 
Period: May 1, 2011 to May 31, 2011 

 
 

CASH ON HAND: MAY 1, 2011      $    6,427.70  

        

INCOME & RECEIPTS       

        

        

Interest Earned     $           1.35    

Total Income & Receipts    $           1.35    

        

EXPENSES       

Transfer Donation & copies for Judges               99.49    

Doubletree - May ASSIST Banquet    $    1,002.74    

        

        

Total Expenses    $    1,102.23    

        

Net Decrease in Funds for Period Ended May 31, 2011           (1,100.88) 

        

CASH ON HAND: MAY 31, 2011      $    5,326.82  

        

INVESTMENTS ON HAND: MAY 31, 2011       

Clipper Fund    $   17,713.28    

        

Vanguard Intermediate Bond Fund         17,155.24    

Vanguard Balanced Index Fund        21,398.48    

Vanguard Morgan Growth Fund          3,965.46    

        

Total Investments      $   60,232.46  

Total Cash            5,326.82  

        

TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS ON HAND: MAY 31, 2011      $   65,559.28  
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EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL 

OMAHA CHAPTER 
 

ATTENDANCE REPORT 
 
 

 
 

May 25, 2011 Attendance 
 

Member Firms:  22    
Representatives:  25  
Life Members:   0 
Sustaining Members:  0 
ASIST:   3   
Guests:    10           
Total Attendance:   38 

 
*Percent of Total Firms:  63% 
*Percent of Total Representatives: 56% 

 
Submitted by: 

 
Mindy K. Begley 
EWI Sergeant-at-Arms 

 
*Based from Membership Report (35 firms, 45 reps, 9 Life Members, 1 Sustaining Member). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 27, 2011 Attendance 
 
Member Firms: 28    
Representatives:  37  
Life Members:     6 
Sustaining Members:     1 
ASIST:      1   
Guests:        77           
Total Attendance:  122 
 
*Percent of Total Firms:   85% 
*Percent of Total Representatives:  86% 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Mindy K. Begley 
EWI Sergeant-at-Arms 
 
*Based from Membership Report (33 firms, 43 reps, 9 Life Members, 1 Sustaining Member).   
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EWI���� Mission and Vision 

Mission 
Executive Women International� is an organization which brings together key individuals from diverse businesses 
for the purpose of: 

� Promoting member firms 
� Enhancing personal and professional development, and 
� Encouraging community involvement 

Vision 
To be the Leading Connection for Business Professionals 

 

EWI – Omaha Chapter 
Membership List 

    
 

                           

SHARE THE NEWS! 

Send submissions for the Chapter Newsletter to: 

Contact:  Gwen Christensen 
Phone:    402-384-5157 
Fax:  402-384-6651 
E-mail:  gchristensen@west.com  

 

E X E C U T I V E    W O M E N    I N T E R N A T I O N A L���� 
Corporate Office 

   
                  7414 South State Street 
                  Midvale, UT  84047 
                  Phone (801) 355-2800  
                  Fax (801) 355-2852     
                  Email:  ewi@executivewomen.org  

                        Website: www.ewiconnect.com 

Access Bank – Cheryl McCall 

Alegent Health – Linda Franco 

Ameristar – Jennifer Chleboun 

AOI Corporation – Janet Schawang 

Baird Holm LLP – Linda Hammond, Marny Stricklin 

Bland & Associates, P.C. – Hilary Allen 

Blooms – Sheila Fitzgerald 

Burlington Capital Group, LLC – Ruth Utman  

College of Saint Mary – Shirley Gunderson, Gail 
Thompson, Carolyn Ziemann 

ConAgra Foods – Kathy Fry, Candy Becker 

Daugherty Foundation – Brianne Wilde, Sharon Latham 

Doubletree Hotel Downtown – Lori Kaser 

Embassy Suites Hotel – Tara Stark 

Fraser Stryker, P.C., LLC – Doreen Shapiro 

Gavilon – Michele Graham 

Girls Incorporated of Omaha – Jane Allamong 

Goodwill Industries, Inc. – Bobbie Tvrdik, Shannon 
McGree 

Greater Omaha Chamber – Alecia Hartwig 

Ikon Office Solutions – Linda Jensen 

Kelly Services – Mindy Begley  

Lincoln Financial Group – Patty McElderry, Jo Anne Drefs 

McFarlin & Brokke, P.C. – Melissa Travis 

Methodist Health System – Sue Beem 

Mid America Center – Kimberly Martin 

North Central Group – Patty Bain 

Northern Natural Gas Company – Carol Armstrong 

OPPD – Carolyn McClean, Deb Emerson 

Prestige Resorts & Destinations – Barb Ewer 

SilverStone Group, Inc. – Julie Ann Narans 

Tero International – Becky Rupiper-Greene 

Travel and Transport – Karin Holmes 

West Asset Management – Lori Mitera, Gwen Christensen, 
Stacie Robertson 

Westwood Holdings Group Inc. – Sue Burkhard 

Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society – Darlis 
Vauble, Cheryl Hahn 

Life Members- Sharon Sacha, Sally Komrofske, Loy 
Flanagan, Sally Rose Burns, Patricia Leonard, Lenore 
Honke, Marlene Johnson, Ellie Morrow, Cathy 
Bodammer 

Sustaining Members – Linda Hutchens 

 

 

EWI���� Mission and Vision 

Mission 
Executive Women International� is an 
organization which brings together key 
individuals from diverse businesses for 
the purpose of: 

� Promoting member firms 
� Enhancing personal and 

professional development, and 
� Encouraging community 

involvement 

Vision 
To be the Leading Connection for 

Business Professionals 
. 


